CHAPTER XIII*
ENGLISH CROWDS,

Man, we are told, is a gregarious being. This is es-
pecially true of the Englishman, for on the least pretence
or excuse (vide the messenger boy) he will identify himself
with a crowd. And the orderliness as well as the good
behaviour of a London crowd is truly wonderful*

The Englishman loves sport, and this is best shown in
a football field* For there, on a Saturday afternoon,
after the mek's work is done, you see the Londoner at
play. Long ere the game begins, the field is already
.crowded almost to overflowing* And as the struggle
progresses, the fortunes of the contending sides will be
watched with the keenest interest by their respective
supporters.

This enthusiasm for football is not difficult to explain*
In the first place, the " soccer " game is clean and scientific,
not one which bristles with loopholes for foul play* Again,
when a-man has been cooped up for a whole week in an
office and in the midst of dull and cheerless weather,
he naturally will embrace the first opportunity in the way
of a diversion* The ideal place for such a purpose is
undoubtedly a football field* The game being played
in tlie ^open,; the ipoor jaded Londoner has his fresh air
while he -watches on* The spectators are numerous, and
~so there is sure to be plenty of fun and amusement* And
alf-these for the matter of sixpence or a shilling as gate